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• The staff will provide ITCG members with an update on the format and accessibility of various internal and 

external guides to support the development and understanding of the IFRS digital taxonomies

• Sections of this paper: 

 Existing taxonomy guides in HTML format

 Taxonomy modelling policies guide

 Internal drafting guide

 Taxonomy overlay in IFRS Standards Navigator

Purpose of this session
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Questions for ITCG members

Question 1—Are there any additional considerations for staff to consider when converting guides to HTML format? 

Given that we do not plan to maintain the guides in PDF, are there any concerns with only maintaining the taxonomy 

guides in HTML format?

Question 2—Do you use the taxonomy overlay in the IFRS Standards Navigator? Is the functionality useful to you? 

• If so—do you have any suggestions for dealing with the differences between the IFRS Taxonomy and the IFRS 

Standards?

• If not—is there utility in continuing to maintain the taxonomy overlay?

Question 3—Are there any other suggestions to improve accessibility and useability of the IFRS digital taxonomies and 

supporting materials?
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 Existing taxonomy 

guides in HTML format



1 Access the IFRS Accounting Standards Navigator and the IFRS Sustainability Standards Navigator
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• The IFRS Foundation maintains various public guides to assist stakeholders in understanding and using the IFRS digital 

taxonomies (see next slide)

• Historically, these guides have been published on the IFRS Foundation website in pdf format

• Feedback from a previous ITCG meeting suggested that these guides should be made available in HTML format to assist 

with their dissemination and analysis using artificial intelligence (AI)

• In HTML, the content of the guides would be included directly on the IFRS Foundation webpage, making the content more 

accessible compared to content in a pdf format

• Currently, the IFRS Standards themselves are available in HTML format, via the IFRS Standards Navigator (see slides 15–

17)1

• The staff are planning to convert and subsequently maintain all taxonomy guides from PDF to HTML format. Given 

resources required to update/maintain both formats, the staff are considering maintaining only HTML formats, not both 

PDF and HTML.

Background

https://www.ifrs.org/issued-standards/list-of-standards/
https://www.ifrs.org/issued-standards/ifrs-sustainability-standards-navigator/
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Guides to the IFRS digital taxonomies

• This guide is intended to help 

preparers—those companies that tag 

disclosures prepared in accordance with 

the IFRS Standards—understand the 

content of the IFRS Taxonomy

• Last updated in January 2019

• This guide is intended to support 

regulators and filing system owners in 

implementing the IFRS digital taxonomies

• Last updated in August 2024

• This guide demonstrates how the IFRS 

digital taxonomies are modelled and 

organised into a taxonomy architecture 

that mirrors the familiar structure of IFRS 

Standards

• Last updated in June 2026

https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/standards/taxonomy/general-resources/using-the-ifrs-taxonomy-preparers-guide.pdf
https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/standards/taxonomy/general-resources/ifrs-taxonomy-regulators-guide.pdf
https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/standards/taxonomy/general-resources/ifrs-taxonomy-architecture/taxonomy-architecture-2026.pdf
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Considerations for PDF and HTML formats

PDF format HTML format

• Requires full production and publication process to publish 

updates to guides which is very time-consuming, 

sometimes for small changes to the guides

• Can be updated in parts, without involving the full 

production process, making updates to guides timelier and 

more relevant

• Easier to include diagrams, figures, graphics for illustrative 

purposes, footnotes and endnotes

• Some graphics might not render in HTML format—limiting 

how content can be communicated (i.e. any content 

included in a diagram would need to be converted to 

text/tabular format)

• Footnotes and endnotes can be included but might require 

an extra step to navigate to/from footnotes

• Version control can be tracked easily by publication date, 

or by including past publications on the website

• More difficult to keep track of past versions of the guides 

and to track what has changed from a previous version

• More difficult for AI to access and understand, especially 

diagrams that cannot be read as plain text

• Can more easily facilitate the interaction with AI in 

accessing and understanding our guides for the purposes 

of adoption and use of our taxonomies

Question 1—Are there any additional considerations for staff to consider when converting guides to HTML format? Given 

that we do not plan to maintain the guides in PDF, are there any concerns with only maintaining the taxonomy guides in 

HTML format?
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 Taxonomy modelling 

policies guide



2 The taxonomy modelling policies guide has previously been discussed with the ITCG at the September 2024 ITCG meeting and the July 2025 

ITCG meeting
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Facilitate consistent modelling approach between IFRS Taxonomy updates and across IFRS digital 

taxonomies. Such consistency supports comparability and helps make the consultation process more 

efficient and might solicit more effective feedback.

Maintain a living document that holds institutional knowledge of established taxonomy modelling 

policies and serves as documentation of staff thinking—including the decisions taken, the pros and 

cons of modelling approaches, and the rationale that underpins those decisions.

Provide clarity—for board members and ITCG members when reviewing staff recommendations and 

stakeholders when responding to consultations—to identify straight-forward taxonomy modelling 

decisions that conform with established practice, versus more controversial modelling decisions that 

may deviate from policies and require more attention.

Background—purpose of the taxonomy modelling policies guide2

https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/meetings/2024/september/itcg/ap12a-modelling-policies-digital-taxonomies.pdf
https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/meetings/2025/july/itcg/ap1-work-plan-update.pdf
https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/meetings/2025/july/itcg/ap1-work-plan-update.pdf
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Example of modelling policies—Narrative information

• Categorical elements are created for all disclosure requirements that can be addressed in a categorical 

format—either responses in a true/false format or from a list of possible options:

understandable to users of general 

purpose financial reports separately; 

and

readily identifiable for tagging.

at the most granular 

level(s) at which both 

requirements are met

• Separate elements 

should be created for 

requirements that are 

expected to be:

Increasingly granular narrative elements are not always more useful. Feedback from users of digital 

financial information indicate that narrative elements are more useful when they capture more 

information, especially when these blocks of information are analysed using artificial intelligence (AI).
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• The staff have been applying these modelling policies in the development of IFRS Taxonomy updates—for 

which the relevant policies have been included in an Appendix to the related taxonomy update document

• Through this process, a large enough suite of policies has been developed and can be published as an 

external guide, similar to the regulator’s guide and the architecture guide

• The purpose of the guide is to help readers understand how the IFRS digital taxonomies were 

developed and not necessarily to help stakeholders with the implementation of the taxonomies

• The staff plan to publish the taxonomy modelling policies guide—in HTML format, similar to other external 

guides—as a living document, to be updated from time to time as and when new modelling policies are 

developed or to improve upon existing policies

• As part of this process, the guide will be shared for internal and external (ITCG) reviews prior to its 

publication

• Once finalised, the taxonomy modelling policies guide will be available on the IFRS Foundation website

Next steps
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 Internal drafting guide
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• The IFRS digital taxonomies are modelled on the disclosure requirements in IFRS Standards as they are. It is therefore 

important to understand and consider the digital representation of disclosures when drafting disclosure requirements

• The staff have developed an internal guide that focusses on the impact of drafting decisions on taxonomy modelling. 

This guide is intended to help standard-setting teams consider digital reporting implications when drafting disclosure 

requirements and to ultimately enable consistent and effective modelling of our IFRS digital taxonomies.

• The core purpose of the guidance is to connect taxonomy modelling and standard-setting processes—making the 

taxonomy modelling process more understandable to standard-setting teams and using lessons learned in taxonomy 

modelling to benefit drafting of disclosure requirements

Background

The guidance is not intended to: 

 Influence/change the meaning of the proposed 

requirements or override technical decisions made at 

public Board meetings

 Embed perceived/expected common reporting practice 

through the IFRS digital taxonomies

The guidance is intended to:

✓ Help standard-setting teams understand how drafting 

choices impact the resulting modelling in the IFRS 

digital taxonomies

✓ Integrate taxonomy modelling process earlier in the 

standard-setting process
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• The staff have been using the drafting guide as a starting point for discussions 

with standard-setting teams as the underlying amendments/new Standards are 

developed

• Feedback is usually provided at the pre-ballot stage in the development of a 

consultation/final document and through various meetings with the standard-

setting teams

• The staff plan to make the drafting guide resources available on the IFRS 

Foundation intranet for standard-setting teams to access

Next steps
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 Taxonomy overlay in 

IFRS Standards Navigator
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• The IFRS Foundation maintains a taxonomy 

overlay to the IFRS Standards Navigator

• This overlay allows the user to see any 

taxonomy elements underneath the related 

presentation or disclosure requirements in the 

IFRS Standards

• The taxonomy files and supporting materials 

(ITIs) also contain a hyperlink linked to the 

reference which navigates the user to the 

specific paragraph and related taxonomy 

element in the IFRS Standards Navigator

Background
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• Since we’ve changed our taxonomy updates process to reflect new/amended IFRS Standards between July and June of 

the next year, the content of the IFRS digital taxonomies would not necessarily align with the content of the annual 

compilation of IFRS Standards

• This raises a question of how to deal with the differences between the Taxonomy and the IFRS Standards in the IFRS 

Standards Navigator—for example:

• New requirements for which there are no related taxonomy elements—could include a disclaimer noting that taxonomy 

elements are yet to be created for these requirements; but

• Existing requirements which have changed as a result of recent amendments—these are slightly more challenging to 

address, since the existing taxonomy elements might not align with the changed requirements in the IFRS Standards

• There is also a question of the overarching resource requirements to manage these differences on a case-by-case basis

• Furthermore, in 2026 since we did not publish an updated IFRS Accounting Taxonomy, we did not release a taxonomy layer 

for the 2026 IFRS Standards Navigator

Future of taxonomy overlay function

Question 2—Do you use the taxonomy overlay in the IFRS Standards Navigator? Is the functionality useful to you? 

• If so—do you have any suggestions for dealing with the differences between the IFRS Taxonomy and the IFRS 

Standards?

• If not—is there utility in continuing to maintain the taxonomy overlay?
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Question

Question 3—Are there any other suggestions to improve accessibility and useability of the IFRS digital taxonomies and 

supporting materials?
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Foundation, International Accounting Standards Board or the International Sustainability Standards Board. 

Copyright © 2025 IFRS Foundation. All rights reserved.  

Follow us online

ifrs.org

@IFRSFoundation

IFRS Foundation

International Accounting 

Standards Board


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Purpose of this session
	Slide 3: Questions for ITCG members
	Slide 4:  Existing taxonomy guides in HTML format
	Slide 5: Background
	Slide 6: Guides to the IFRS digital taxonomies
	Slide 7: Considerations for PDF and HTML formats
	Slide 8:  Taxonomy modelling policies guide
	Slide 9: Background—purpose of the taxonomy modelling policies guide2
	Slide 10: Example of modelling policies—Narrative information
	Slide 11: Next steps
	Slide 12:  Internal drafting guide
	Slide 13: Background
	Slide 14: Next steps
	Slide 15:  Taxonomy overlay in IFRS Standards Navigator
	Slide 16: Background
	Slide 17: Future of taxonomy overlay function
	Slide 18: Question
	Slide 19

