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Sophisticated design and formatting is impressive but complex

Text Block Tagging – Enhancement Options

• Successful EU ESEF Filing Initiative has unintended 
consequences. Complex text block tags make isolated 
visualization of text components impractical.

• XBRL International has a WGN (Working Group Note) out for 
comment together with draft transforms that can improve and 
simplify the extraction and analysis of narrative disclosures.

• Implementation will require regulatory adoption and some 
software enhancements.

• We are very interested in ITCG perspectives on these proposals.
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Core challenge being addressed

Rendering XHTML fragments

Comparing narrative disclosure contained in specific tags is 

a natural requirement.

Grabbing a fragment of a larger XHTML document and trying 

to render it doesn't work reliably. Rendering an isolated 

“chunk” with full fidelity is difficult at best but can be 

impossible.

In the EU, this is especially evident in filings that use 

PDF2HTML conversion, but it is not restricted to this 

situation.
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iXBRL + text block tags: an extreme example
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This issue arises in the EU because of the sophisticated of modern HTML

But what about the SEC or JFSA?

Block tags work well at the SEC, because:

• SEC and Japanese filing rules mandate the use of inline CSS styles

• The styling applied to Inline XBRL documents filed to the SEC and JFSA are typically 

constrained to quite simple formatting.
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SEC vs ESEF

vs
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Rendering an XHTML fragment

• By default, works really badly, particularly on PDF-converted fragments.

• Can be made to work better with tweaking of the HTML/CSS and careful selection of the 

fragment.

• But how good is good enough?

• Concerns over isolated rendering have caused many audit review cycles, and much 

discussion.
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The Use Cases

What are block tags actually for?

1. Disclosure indicator

2. Navigation and highlighting

3. Extraction of structured text (think "reader mode") for comparison
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One key issue…

What are block tags not good for

Reproducing an isolated rendering of a tag that looks 

exactly like the original.

1. What does this even mean?  The tag might span 

multiple columns or pages

2. If that's what you want, just look at the source 

document (the "navigation and highlighting" use 

case)

3. Reproducing source layout and styling may be 

actively unhelpful...
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Report 1

Side-by-side comparison example
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Report 2

Side-by-side comparison example
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Side-by-side comparison example
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What if we had structured text? (aka engage “reader” mode)

Side-by-side comparison example
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(So far!)

iXBRL + text block tags: The Plan

• Text block tags should be used for:
o Navigation and highlighting

o Extracting simple, structured text (paragraphs, headings, lists and tables)

• New iXBRL transforms to extract just structured text (unstyled HTML)

• New datatypes to replace textBlockItemType

• Option to extract no content – just support navigation and highlighting
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Create “reader” mode text, and strip out complex formatting

The ixt:html-rich-text transform

• Proposed new transform in Transformation Rules Registry v6
o Published as Public Working Draft (PWD)

• Strips non-structural ("non-semantic") XHTML such as <div> and <span>

• Leaves structural XHTML (paragraphs, lists, headings, etc) but removes styling
o Consistently removing styling avoids discussion and review about what is "good enough"

o Focuses on content rather than appearance
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The ixt:html-rich-text transform

• In order to work effectively, the source XHTML needs to contain structural tags

• Most PDF-sourced XHTML doesn't...
o … although most vendors have a solution for including <table> tags.

• Structural tags can be inserted into PDF-source documents without interfering with the 

appearance:
o CSS can be used to neutralise impact on appearance

o Transform will strip out the CSS, and leave just the structural tags

• Question for vendors: is it feasible to add these tags during preparation?
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No content block tagging

• Inline XBRL tags enable the first two use cases (navigation and highlighting), even if you 

extract no content

• Current ESEF requirements often result in multi-tagging (same content appears in 

multiple tags)

• Is there any value in actually extracting the less granular tags?

• WGN currently proposes allowing a "no content" tagging approach for very large tags

• Taxonomy authors/regulators would need to decide where to use it, if at all.
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Sophisticated design and formatting is impressive but complex

Status…

• We are very interested in ITCG perspectives on these 

proposals.

• Taxonomy Authors & Regulators – does this help?
• Vendors – can you make this work?

• Find the WGN here (https://www.xbrl.org/WGN/blocktagging-wgn/WGN-2024-06-18/blocktagging-wgn-2024-06-18.html)

https://www.xbrl.org/WGN/blocktagging-wgn/WGN-2024-06-18/blocktagging-wgn-2024-06-18.html
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