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 Taxonomy Implementation Guides

 Taxonomy Implementation Note

Topics
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Taxonomy Implementation
Guides (TIG)

3



 FASB Taxonomy Team concluded that Taxonomy was not “self-

documenting” and release notes were not enough

 Needed to detail intended modeling choices that could not be 

adequately documented in the Taxonomy; particularly an issue with 

Dimensions

 All the choices that went into building the Taxonomy were not 

being communicated.  Taxonomy Implementation Guides (TIG) 

became the primary mechanism to explain Taxonomy modeling 

choices

Why TIG
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 Initially targeted topical areas with known 

modeling issues

 Expanded as first use to communicate modeling 

choices on new accounting standards

 Attempt to draft out early in the ASU exposure 

process so as to provide ASU Project Teams early 

feedback

TIG Coverage
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 FASB Taxonomy Team is careful to NOT provide 

accounting guidance

 Modeling choices could appear prescriptive.  Just 

communicating modeling intent

 Must be updated each year to conform to 

updated Taxonomy release

Caveats
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 12 guides published to date; 5 more underway

 Feedback from preparers and service providers has been 

positive

 Both preparers and service providers use the guides to seek 

agreement on modeling choices

 Download statistics indicate healthy usage

 Receive more feedback on draft TIGs then draft Taxonomy 

changes

 Working to measure impact

Results to Date
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 Disclosures about Offsetting Assets 

and Liabilities 

 Disposal Groups and Discontinued 

Operations

 Insurance Industry: Concentration of 

Credit Risk Disclosures 

 Liquidation Basis Of Accounting 

 Measurement Date Practical 

Expedient for Defined Benefit Plans

 Notional Amount Disclosures 

 Other Comprehensive Income

 Repurchase to Maturity Transactions 

and Repurchase Financings 

 Segment Reporting 

 Short-Duration Insurance Contracts

 Subsequent Events 

 Dimensional Modeling for Financing 

Receivable Disclosures

Final 2016 TIGs
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 In development:

- Pensions

- Leases

- Revenue

- Fair Value

- Consolidating schedules and related issues.

Proposed TIGs
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 Hyperlinks between Taxonomy elements in Guide 

and online Taxonomy

 Inline XBRL Implementation Guides

 Include TIG illustrations in Taxonomy as templates 

that filers can “import” and sample instance 

documents

Future Possibilities for TIGS

10



 Definition Components and Structure Style

 Balance Type Selection

 Period Type Selection (proposed)

 References (in development)

 Dimensions (exposed / development)

Taxonomy Reference Guides  
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Taxonomy Implementation
Notes
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Taxonomy Implementation Note (TIN)

 Added to provide additional information about the 
intended use of the element
 In reference section alongside the ASC references
 Can be more readily understood and accommodated 

by XBRL developers and XBRL applications 
 Direct hyperlink to TIG (pending).
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Taxonomy Implementation Note
 Example 1—Issuance of new ASU:

- UnusualOrInfrequentItemEarningsPerShareImpactNet
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Taxonomy Implementation Note
 Example 2—Issuance of new Taxonomy Implementation Guide:

- DefinedBenefitPlanFairValueOfPlanAssets
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Taxonomy Implementation Note
 Example 3—Other:

- StandardProductWarrantyAccrualForeignCurrencyTranslationGainLoss
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 Accounting Standards Update—transition 
options/early adoption
 Taxonomy Implementation Guide
 Roll forward elements
 Situations in which there are two elements to 

represent each side of the transaction or are 
needed for syntactical purposes
 TINs currently are only included on primary 

elements. May expand to dimension/member 
elements

Criteria for using TIN
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Bonus Slides
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Documenting Taxonomy Changes
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 Conceptually similar to TIN’s:
- Advantages:
 No custom coding is required because mechanism provided by XBRL is 

used.
 Standard XBRL validation enforces consistent usage of parts.
 Specific datatypes are used for the parts and applied to the values, further 

enforcing consistency of the data.
 Can be more readily understood and accommodated by XBRL developers 

and XBRL applications. 
- Disadvantages:
 Location in reference relationships may initially cause confusion.

 Not to change information provided, just to relocate and to 
develop better structure.

Documenting Taxonomy Changes 
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Documenting Taxonomy Changes
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Documenting Taxonomy Changes
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Filer Counts
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 Revenues {4770}

 Sale of Trust Assets to Pay Expenses {2}

 Bankruptcy Proceedings, Description of Management for Entities in Bankruptcy {0}.

Development Taxonomy—Filer Count
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Supporting FASB Research
&

Effect of Data Quality Issues
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Data Use Examples
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Data Use Examples
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 Leases
 Inventory
 Pensions
 Insurance
 Segment Reporting
 Extraordinary Items
 Revenue Recognition
 Intangibles—Goodwill.

Supporting FASB Research
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Request: 
 Identify operating lease future minimum lease 

payments for the entire population of filers for 
fiscal year 2014.

Objective:
 To estimate operating lease liability for all public 

companies based on future minimum lease 
payments.

FASB Data Request
Operating Leases
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Query:
 Search each element for all filers and forms, for period 

2014
- OperatingLeasesFutureMinimumPaymentsDue 

“Operating Leases, Future Minimum Payments Due”
- Start Year: 2014
- End Year: 2014

What We Did
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What We Got
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What We Got
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Before Adjusting for Errors:
 About 1.7 trillion in future minimum lease payments

Adjusted Results:
 About 1 trillion in future minimum lease payments

Results

A scaling error from a single filing accounted 
for almost the entire error!
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