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Agenda 

• Overview of the IFRS Taxonomy versioning information we 
currently provide

• Potential use of
– assignment categories
– the XBRL Versioning Dimensions 1.0 specification
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IFRS Taxonomy Versioning 
information  

Overview  
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What do we currently provide? 

Versioning reports informing IFRS Taxonomy users of the 
changes that have been made to its content:  
• the addition and deletion of elements, and where these 

elements are located within the Taxonomy
• changes to element attributes (labels, type, references) 
• changes to the location of an existing element in the 

presentation linkbase
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What do we currently provide? – cont’d  
• Versioning Reports prepared in both an HTML visualisation 

(human readable) and an XML (computer readable) format
– The HTML visualisation uses colour codes and 

underlined/strikethrough to indicate the changes made 
– The Versioning reports (HTML visualisation and XML)  are 

provided as supporting materials.

• Two different comparisons are provided:
– between current Taxonomy and previous interim Taxonomy
– between current Taxonomy and previous annual Taxonomy

© 2014 IFRS Foundation.  30 Cannon Street  |  London EC4M 6XH  |  UK.  www.ifrs.org

5



Versioning report in HTML – example 
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Versioning report in XML – example 
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Use of the XBRL 
Versioning 1.0 specification
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Planned actions

• Update production process of versioning reports to the latest  
Versioning 1.0 specification – by end Q2 2015

– current versioning reports are compliant to the  XBRL Versioning 1.0 
specification Candidate Recommendation (2012-08-15)

• Review of additional functionalities available within the  
Versioning 1.0 specification with the view to incorporate them

– not all are currently used within the IFRS Taxonomy versioning 
reports
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Additional functionalities : benefits 
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Use of Assignment 
Categories

• Would allow us to 
categorise changes and 
provide a description of 
the reason for change

Use of Versioning Dimension 
1.0

• Would allow us to provide 
more detail about 
relationships between 
modified elements (in both 
HTML and XML format)

The team anticipates some benefits, however, it is not 
clear how important these benefits are to users of the 
IFRS Taxonomy



Example of Assignment Categories 11

Assignment Category
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• Aspect model change event

Dim – Dimension, M - Member

Example of Versioning Dimensions 1.0 12

Dim:Countries

M:Czechoslovakia

Taxonomy 
A Dim:Countries

M:Czech Republic
M:Slovakia

Taxonomy 
B
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Additional functionalities: costs 
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• Resource implications:
– additional functionalities (Assignment Categories, Aspect model 

change event) involve major IFRS staff commitments
– manual input required to add specific reasons for change
– major changes required to the Internal Taxonomy Management 

System – versioning module needs to be rewritten to facilitate 
Versioning Dimensions 1.0 requirements.



International Financial Reporting Standards

The views expressed in this presentation are those of the presenter, 
not necessarily those of the IASB or IFRS Foundation

Questions  
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Questions

• Do you think there is a need to amend existing versioning 
reports?

• If yes, which additional functionalities would you recommend 
for implementation and what do you think the significant 
benefits would be?
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